[Screening for occult malignancies (breast, colorectum, prostate) beyond the usual age limits].
The utility of screening for occult malignancies in very elderly people is controversial. Indeed, the following factors must be taken into account: increasing life expectancy, better efficacy and tolerability of cancer therapies, the cost of screening, and medico-legal issues. The dilemma is between missing a curable cancer and over-diagnosing and over-treating a vulnerable patient. Proper patient information is clearly needed The informed patient's own preference is crucially important. This paper focuses on the most frequent malignancies that can be detected by screening, namely breast, colorectal and prostate cancer.